POLITICS AND MORALITY
which increasingly distinguishes the re-awakening nationa-
lism of the Far East make it difficult to assess in short-term
results the effect of the identification of morality and poli-
tics in the Mahatma's life. But there is another aspect of
this matter, one which is perhaps, more important than the
actual political results visible at the moment. It is this. A
saint is a person who gathers up in himself, incarnates as it
were in a single life, the inarticulate wishes, the unexpress-
ed, unformulated longings of millions of depressed men and
women, no single one of whom on his own responsibility
would have been brave enough, clear enough in thought,
or consistent enough in action to have brought his sense of
moral frustration to the point of public protest.
There is a sense in which the saint (the moral saint as,
distinct from the isolated contemplative saint) becomes the
medium, the only medium sufficiently disinterested to speak
for millions without becoming either a demagogue or a
dictator. For all these millions the moral saint becomes
the indispensable condition of the positive moral progress
of large masses of mankind. Without him they would have
dared nothing. With him they are able to attempt the
practice of that moral self-restraint, that non-resistance
against which even the technique of modern war is halted.
In his own life the saint puts on the morality which all men
would practise, but which in fact, without a living example,
the ordinary sensual man never or rarely does put on.
In a sense Mr. Gandhi was the vicarious conscience of
earth's dumb, depressed millions. A vote more clearly
heard in the political arenas of the world than the most
amplified of all the political radio-networks. If ever a
generation received a speaking testimony of the power of
the moral life upon the political affairs of mankind, our
generation had it in Mr. Gandhi.
IV
It is natural that his fellow  countrymen should think
first of his moral influence upon their own political affairs,
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